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In 1875 General Weaver was the leading
candidate for the nomination as Governor be-
fore the Republican State Convention. He
made a vigorous campaign and won a majority
of the delegates. The opposing candidates
were John Russell, John TL Gear, Robert
Smythe, and W. B. Fairfield. "Weaver bad
aligned himself fearlessly "with the elements
which were demanding the vigorous control or
entire suppression of the saloons, and the public
control of the railways and other semi-public
corporations." When his opponents found that
"he was going to be nominated, unless some
strong new feature or issue, or some new and
stronger man, could be introduced on the scene,
there was much of canvassing all night long the
night before the Convention met, to devise a
winning plan and accomplish Weaver's over-
throw."

His most active opponents were "the liquor
or saloon people". The corporation repre-
sentatives "were also nearly all opposed to
him, but not nearly so earnestly nor so unan-
imously as the saloon element." Various pro-
posals were considered, among them one to
nominate General G. M. Dodge; but it was
known that he would not accept because he did
not want the office and because of his friendship
for General Weaver. After canvassing this
possibility "the saloon people began to turn to